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Message From the Smolyk Family

t our most recent funeral service convention we learned about a new easier for families to talk about a challenging subject.
Apublic relations campaign called Today’s Funeral. Interestingly enough, Today’s Funeral (www.todaysfuneral.com) shares sto-
it promotes something that I've been talking about for awhile ... start- ries about the many ways to celebrate a life lived in
ing a conversation about death and funerals can be challenging, but it’s much the hope that people will plan funerals that tell a story
better to talk about it while your loved ones are still with you as opposed to about the unique individual. The campaign uses gentle
wondering after they’re gone. humour, inspiring stories and user-friendly informa-
“I just don’t know. What would she have wanted?” These are words that no tion to encourage families to talk about their own
funeral director wants to hear. Too often, families gather at the funeral home wishes and preferences. The goal is to get Canadians Kirstie Smolyk
and try to guess what their loved one would have wanted for his or her funeral. talking about the many options for today’s funeral. Vice President
The Today’s Funeral campaign hopes to eliminate this sad scenario by making it Won’t you join me in reaching that goal?
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completed! After five months of construction workers, dust and °
schedule adjustments, our building is looking great. When you C an adl an H O n O ur

visit us, you'll now be greeted with warm earthy browns, greens and

Renos Almost Complete J crry Smolyk
The major renovations to our Edmonton office have almost been

taupes, overstuffed cosy couches and simple elegant décor. The desks in
our arrangement offices have now been replaced with round tables so

our families can comfortably sit right next to the table and have plenty P ark  Memorial was

of space to take notes or place their cup of coffee. We look forward to very proud to watch as
providing our families with a few other special treats that will be available president and owner
soon. Thank you to all the families we’ve served during the renovations. Jerry Smolyk received the
Your patience and understanding has been most appreciated. Award of Merit at this year’s

Funeral Service Associa-
tion of Canada conference.
As Canadians, this is the
highest honour that we can
bestow upon a funeral ser-
vice professional. The Award
of Merit was introduced in
1999 to recognize extraor-
dinary individuals within the
profession who go above and

Jerry Smolyk being presented the Award of Merit by Association
President, Norma Boudreau.

beyond, who truly look for

the greater good in funeral
service, and who, time and time again, will put the profession in front of their
own personal goals.

In 1975, during the early years of being in business with his father, Jerry made a
statement that was quoted in the Canadian Funeral News magazine. “I love being a
funeral director and I am proud to be in funeral service. I see our funeral associa-
tion as a fellowship between members; companionship ... not competition.” This
one quote encompassed a lot of his career’s actions and activities at the time, and
Jerry lives by this philosophy today.

This belief in his profession has led Jerry to hold positions and give of his
time and energy to virtually every level within the profession. After 50 years of
working in the funeral profession, Jerry is still committed to funeral service and
treasures the honour of providing service to each and every family who chooses
Park Memorial to look after their loved one. Congratulations on this incredible
Edmonton renovations, spring 2010 honour, ]erry!







The Value of a Cremation Ceremon

sk how many of your family or friends have ever been to a graveside or
watched a burial and about 95 per cent will have experienced this situ-

A

mourners gathered around the grave is an easy mental picture to conjure. Even if

ation. The image of the cemetery, the monuments, the flowers and the

we haven’t been there in person, we’ve seen it in movies or onTV. Now, if you ask
how many have been to the crematorium, you will likely find that the reverse is
true: roughly five per cent of people have done this. With cremation rates increas-
ing across the country, we wonder how so many people claim a preference for
cremation, but so few have much interest in knowing more about it?

Many people have embraced the idea of cremation as the simple or more cost-
effective way, though this is not entirely correct. Of course, it can be more cost
effective or simple if an immediate cremation is done without a visitation, service
or any type of ceremony attached. Yet, without ceremony, have we not diminished
the value of the life that was led? The problem is not with cremation itself. Crema-
tion is an entirely acceptable means of disposition. The issue is not that we do it,
the issue is with how we do it.

Many people think cremation is the easy way out because there doesn’t have to
be any ritual with cremation. With burial, you go to the cemetery to see the cas-
ket placed into the grave, but with cremation, you don’t have to do anything. Very

few people choose to witness the casket being placed into the crematorium, some
people choose not to have a funeral with the body present beforehand or a memo-
rial service after, and even more shockingly, some people don’t even pick up the
cremated remains of their loved one. Do you think that you would ever consider
leaving a deceased body in the funeral home for years or decades? It seems incon-
ceivable to most people! But, with our busy lives and people constantly on the
move, more people are seeing cremation as the simple way. I challenge you to
understand that, unfortunately, there is no easy way out when a loved one dies.
Grieving and mourning is difficult work, but creating ritual and ceremony around
the cremation will help you on your grief journey.

In our highly disposable and changing society, I fear that we are in danger of
losing all connection to the meaningfulness of grief and ceremony. Ceremony
doesn’t have to be expensive; it simply has to be well planned and meaningful to
provide a healthy and emotionally safe outlet for family and friends to express
their grief at the loss. Let’s not lose our reverence for ceremony when honouring
our loved ones at the time of death in the interest of choosing what might be easi-
est or the least expensive. Down the road, you might find that what seemed like
the easy choice at the time, was not necessarily the best choice.

Reaching Out with
Social Media

Park Memorial has joined Facebook. If you're a part of this
social media phenomenon, log on to www.facebook.com, search
for Park Memorial Funeral Home and become a fan. We look
forward to your comments and suggestions.

Park Memorial Fan Page

Park Memorial on Facebook
g Like

150 Years of Experience

Park Memorial is pleased to honour four staff members who received
long-term service awards from the Alberta Funeral Service Association this
year. Together, they have 150 years of experience. Congratulations to Gary
Bowman (30 years), Bob Lowrie (35 years), Kelli Riste (35 years) and Wally
Yadlowski (50 years), who have given of themselves and dedicated so many
years to the families they’ve served.

- em mm Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em Em ==

Please help us
save trees!

If you would like to receive the PML Communicator by
email instead of regular mail, please visit our website at:
www.parkmemorial.com. Click on “Client Care” on the
left navigation and then on “Email Opt-in.”
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PARK MEMORIAL FAMILY CARE OFFICE
PREARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS

9709 111 AVE NW

EDMONTON AB T5G 979

Tel: 780-426-0050
Toll Free: 1-877-426-0050

www.parkmemorial.com
9709 - 111th Avenue
Edmonton, AlbertaT5G 0B2

If you would like to be removed from the Park Memorial
mailing list, please call (780) 426-0050



